
 

Endura Plus™ Installation & Finishing Guide   

Endura Plus™ siding and trim are engineered to deliver long-lasting performance and 
durability. Proper storage, handling, installation, and finishing are essential for 
product longevity and warranty compliance. 

 

1. Handling & Storage 

• Store siding in a dry, well-ventilated, covered and weather-protected area. 

• Stack on level bearers at least 3” off the ground, spaced approximately 4’ apart to 
prevent bowing. 

• Do not store over wet ground or fresh concrete. Cover with a waterproof but 
breathable cover to allow airflow. 

• Avoid dark plastic wraps or direct sun exposure, which may cause excessive drying.  

• If boards become wet, allow them to dry in a well-ventilated place until moisture 
stabilizes (12–14%). 

• Carry long boards (>16’) on edge to avoid breakage. 

 

2. Moisture Management 

Wood expands and contracts with moisture. To minimize movement and finish 
problems: 

• Keep siding a minimum of 8” above raw ground, or 2” above hard, free-draining 
surfaces (concrete, decks, pavers). 

• Ensure wall construction includes either or: 

o A vapor barrier (1 perm or less). 

o Water-resistant building paper (5 perms or more) over sheathing. 

• For best performance, install 1” x 3” vertical battens between sheathing and siding 
to create a drainage cavity. 



• Do not install on wet surface. 

• Siding and substrate must be completely dry before installation.

 

3. Installation 

Tongue & Groove (Horizontal) 

• Install boards by fitting the tongue of the upper board into the groove of the lower 
board. 

• For 6” width board or less, blind-nail through the face using a single nail per 
stud/bearing. 

• For wider patterns (over 6 inches), face-nail using two nails per stud/bearing, 
ensuring fasteners are driven 1 inch from the edges. 

• Nail or screw each board at every stud or blocking line, with fasteners no more than 
24″ apart. 

• Ensure fasteners penetrate at least 1½″ into solid framing. 

• Align tongues and grooves carefully to maintain tight, consistent joints.  

Shiplap (Vertical or Horizontal) 

• All shiplap can run vertically or horizontally, besides Rabbeted Bevel profiles. 

• For 6” + 8” profiles use 2 fasteners per every framing member. 

• For 10” profiles use 3 fasteners per every framing member. 

• Space nails 1-1/2” from the edge of the overlap and 2” from the edge of the underlap. 

• Nails shall be evenly spaced across the width of the board. 

• Secure each board through to studs or blocking, keeping fasteners spaced no more 
than 24″ apart. 

• Leave roughly 1/8″ expansion gap, at each lap, that allows for wood movement. 

• Keep boards straight and overlaps even for a uniform appearance. 

Board & Batten (Vertical) 

• Install wide boards vertically as the base, with narrower battens covering seams. 

• Battens should overlap the board edges by at least ½″. 



• Fasten through batten and board into studs or blocking, making sure fasteners 
reach studs on blocking. Fasteners into sheathing are not adequate. 

• Space vertical fasteners about 24″ apart, stagger butt joints, and use angled cuts or 
flashing where possible. 

• Seal all cuts, notches, and nail holes to prevent moisture intrusion. 

 

4. Corners & Trims 

• Corner trims are recommended over mitered joints. Mitered corners are harder to 
seal and more prone to moisture penetration. 

• Inside and outside corner details must follow local code requirements. 

• For best results, we recommend using miter or scarf joints. However, standard butt 
joints can be used without an expansion gap. 

• All butt joints must be covered with flashing and staggered on wall.  

 

5. End Sealing & Field Cuts 

• All cuts, nail holes, rebates, and notches must be sealed with a high-quality exterior 
primer. 

• For countersunk nails, apply an end sealer to the exposed wood, fill the nail holes 
with an exterior wood filler, and then follow with spot priming and an undercoat. This 
step must be done immediately. 

• Oil-alkyd primers are recommended, though high-quality water-based exterior 
primers are acceptable. 

• These steps are required for warranty coverage. 

 

6. Painting & Finishing 

• Endura Plus trim products are supplied with two coats on all four sides of factory-
applied water-based alkyd primer.  

• Siding boards are sealed with HydroGuardEX coating formulated with a non-water 
soluble resins to prevent moisture from seeping into the substrate, ensuring 



durability in outdoor applications and two coats on all four sides of factory-applied 
water-based alkyd primer. 

• HydroGuardEX uses exterior-grade glue for all finger joints and edge-glue to 
maintain structural integrity when exposed to the elements. 

• HydroGuardEX® utilizes an exterior-grade primer, providing an ideal base for final 
finish coats. 

• Overall engineering and coating technology is designed to endure the extremes of 
outdoor environmental conditions. 

• On all siding and trim boards apply 2–3 coats of premium 100% acrylic latex or alkyd 
exterior paint within 60 days of installation. 

• If primer is damaged or cut edges are exposed, re-prime with two coats before 
topcoating. 

• For best adhesion, finish within 30 days of installation. If delayed, clean and re-
prime before topcoating. 

• Provide at least 4 dry mils total film thickness (2 mils per coat). Brush application is 
recommended for the first coat. 

• Avoid low-quality oil paints, vinyl acetate, or PVA paints. 

• Light colors are recommended, particularly on south or west exposures. Use colors 
with a Light Reflectance Value (LRV) of 45% or greater to reduce heat build-up and 
maintain finish life. 

• Ensure the product is completely dry (with a moisture content of 15% or less) before 
applying any paint. 

• Apply paint in warm, dry weather when temperatures are above 50°F. 

 

7. Recommended Fasteners 

• For maximum holding power, use annular ring shank nails made from hot-dipped 
galvanized steel, stainless steel, or aluminum. Do not use plain steel, electroplated 
steel nails, or staples. 

• If using flathead nails, drive them flush with the siding surface. 



• If nails are to be countersunk, use a conical head countersunk nail of proper length, 
set 1/16" below the siding surface. 

• Be aware that punching nails damages the primer and creates a path for moisture. 

• Always seal and fill countersunk nail holes immediately after nailing to protect 
against water intrusion and prepare for painting. 

 

 

8. Resin Bleed (Rare Occurrence) 

In strong sun or under dark paint colors, natural resins may surface. If resin bleed 
occurs: 

1. Scrape off excess resin with care. 

2. Wipe area repeatedly with turpentine-soaked cloth. 

3. Apply heat (hot air gun) to draw out additional resin, then wipe again. 

4. Allow 1–2 weeks for resin to stabilize. 

5. Sand and re-prime with two coats of oil-alkyd exterior primer. 

6. Finish with topcoat to match surrounding boards. 

 

9. Bottom Edge Clearances 

Maintain vertical clearance between siding and horizontal surfaces: 

• 6” minimum above unsealed ground (lawn, soil, garden beds). 

• 2” minimum above hard, free-draining surfaces (concrete, decks, pavers). 

 

 

10. Disclaimer 

These guidelines are provided in good faith for general installation and finishing of 
Endura Plus™ products. They do not supersede federal, state, or local building codes. 
In the event of conflict, building code requirements take precedence. Endura Plus is 
not responsible for improper installation, finishing, or site-specific failures. 



 


